leading to the condition are comparatively limited: in the female there is a much wider range. In the male, retention of urine points to some morbid condition in the urethra or bladder: in the female it indicates usually some disease, injury, or displacement of neighbouring organs; while stricture of the membranous or spongy portion of the urethra, enlargement of the prostate, presence of a calculus, or some disease of the nervous system, form by far the most prominent group of causes obstructing the flow of urine in the male. It is a great clinical fact, that retention is produced in the female by causes altogether external to the bladder. Although, for the relief of the urgent symptoms, passing a catheter is sufficient, yet it is important clinically to remember that retention is but a symptom, and points to some condition within the pelvis, for the diagnosis of which a vaginal examination is necessary. In inquiring into the causes leading to retention of urine in the female, it is convenient to look at two cases illustrating complete retention from a well-recognised cause.
Case 1.?Retroversion of Gravid Uterus. Retention of Urine. Mrs B., ast. 35, the mother of five children, while alighting from an omnibus, slipped, and fell heavily on the ground. Beyond the bruise she felt no great discomfort at the time.
On reaching home, a distance of five minutes' walk, she began to complain of aching in the back and loins, and general pelvic distress. Before going to bed, six hours after the accident, she attempted to pass water, but succeeded in voiding only a few drops. During the night she suffered much from tenesmus, and repeated futile attempts at micturition. Next morning she was considerably worse,?pain in belly, back, and thighs, pressure, tenesmus, sickness, thirst, and vomiting. In the evening of the same day she was seen by one of my dispensary pupils, who, thinking she had inflammation of the bowels, ordered her turpentine stupes and a large opiate. At 10 a.m. the following day I saw her, and found her pulse high, skin hot and dry^ lower portion of abdomen tense, tender, and dull on percussion from pubes to umbilicus. She had not passed any urine for nearly fifty hours. She said she believed herself to be three months pregnant. On examination per vaginam, I found the enlarged fundus uteri occupying the hollow of the sacrum, and the cervix uteri, turned upwards and forwards, could be reached with difficulty. It was lying behind the pubes, pressing firmly against the urethra. A gum-elastic catheter was passed, not without some little trouble, owing to the irritable condition of the patient, and the orifice of the urethra being dragged considerably backwards and upwards by the ascending cervix. Two quarts of highly coloured, very ammoniacal, urine were drawn off. By very gentle pressure on the fundus with two fingers per vaginam, the dislocation was easily reduced ; indeed, the fundus slipped upwards and the cervix downwards into its natural position in the vagina almost spontaneously. The urine was again drawn off in the evening. Next The following day, while the patient was under chloroform, I snipped off the caruncle and cauterized its base with a red-hot knitting-wire. I saw the patient lately, and she has not again suffered from retention. In such a case the retention was not due to mechanical obstruction to the passage of the urine, but partly due to a dread of allowing the urine to come into contact with the exquisitely tender surface of the caruncle, and partly to the irritable little body causing reflexly a spasmodic stricture of the urethra or neck of bladder. These urethral caruncles are, of course,' recognised as a frequent cause of distress during micturition, but they are rarely alluded to as causing complete retention. Sir James Simpson1 mentions the case of a girl in his ward in the Hospital who had a caruncle as large as a cherry. In her case the pain she felt on passing water was so severe that she used to retain it in the bladder for twelve hours at a time, and she looked forward to the period when the bladder must be emptied with the utmost horror. 
